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In the Book of Genesis we read:
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“Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon the camels;
And he carried away all his cattle, and all his substance which he had gathered, the cattle
of his getting, which he had gathered in Paddan-aram, to go to Isaac his father unto the
land of Canaan” (Gen 31:17-18).
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“And Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, in that he told him not that he fled.
So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the River, and set his face
toward the mountain of Gilead.
And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled.
And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days’ journey; and he
overtook him in the mountain of Gilead” (Gen 31:20-23).
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Although the name of the river crossed by Jacob and his train is not specified, the road from
Harran to Canaan had to cross at least the Euphrates River.

The material geography of Syria (e.g. the distance between Harran and Damascus is 383 mi) and
the information given in these verses indicate that Laban must have caught up with Jacob (after 7
days) somewhere in central Syria. Therefore this 49921 99 - “the mountain of Gilead” must
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have been in a place different from that of the traditionally held for Gilead (in the northern
Hashemite Kingdom of Jorden). In addition, the traditional understanding is that north to the
Gilead is the land of ywa - “Bashan.” However, we do not hear here the Jacob or Laban crossed
the Bashan on their way to the Gilead. In fact the y¥a - “Bashan” is not mentioned even once in
the Book of Genesis.

Several biblical figures were named Gilead. In the Book of Numbers we read about

VM- 99919-12 4¥9) - “Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh” (Num 27:1; see
also: Num 26:29, 30; 36:1; Jos 17:1, 3; 1 Ch 2:21, 23; 7:14, 17). From the Book of Judges we
learn that Jephthah’s father was also named 4¥9) - “Gilead” (Jud 11:1, 2), and in the Book of
Chronicles we read about YN9%3-12 4¥92-12 M99 - “Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of
Michael” (1 Ch 5:14).

In addition, several named (9°N? - “Jair”, Jud 10:3; P9 - “Jephthah”, Jud 11:1, 40; 12:7; and
993 - “Barzillai”, 2 Sam 17:27; 19:32; 1 Ki 2:7; Ezr 2:61; Neh 7:63), and unnamed (2 Ki
15:25) persons were described as “Gileadites.”

Yet the content of many other biblical verses, that mention 4¥9) - “Gilead”, indicates that it was
also a place-name. Furthermore, as with personal names, there might have been several different
Gileads.

We read about: 4¥9) 9N - “the land of Gilead” (Num 32:1, 29; Jos 17:5, 6; 22:9, 13, 15; Jud
10:4; 20:1; 2 Sam 17:26; 1 Ki 4:19; 2 Ki 10:33; Zec 10:10; 1 Ch 2:22; 5:9); 4¥9) 99 -
“Mountain of Gilead” (Gen 31:21, 23, 25; Jud 7:3; Can 4:1); 4992 Nasn - “Mizpeh of Gilead”
(Jud 11:29); and 4¥9 9y - “the cities of Gilead” (Num 32:26; Jos 13:25; Jud 12:7).

We also encounter: 7993 YWIN - “the men of Gilead” (Jud 12:4, 5); 4¥9) *aw» - “the
inhabitants of Gilead” (Jud 10:18; 11:80; 4¥9) *awn - “the settlers of Gilead” (1 Ki 17:1);
“4y9) 291 - “the elders of Gilead” (Jud 11:5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11); and 4¥9) »9V¥ - “the princes of
Gilead” (Jud 10:18).

A place named 4¥9) H14 - “Ramoth-gilead” is mentioned in the Bible twenty-four times (Deu
4:43; Jos 20:8; 21:36; 1 Ki 4:13; 22:3, 4, 6, 12, 15, 20, 29; 2 Ki 8:28; 9:1, 4, 14; 1 Ch 6:65; 2 Ch
18:2, 3,5, 11, 14, 19, 28; 22:5).

We also read in the Bible about a place named 4¥9) W3’ - “Jabesh-gilead.” It appears in
twelve verses (Jud 21:8, 9, 10, 12, 14; 1 Sam 11:1, 9; 31:11; 2 Sam 2:4, 5; 21:12; 1 Ch 10:11).

Except for the first Book of Chronicles that mentions once 4¥9) 114 - “Ramoth-gilead” (1 Ch
6:65 which is a copy of Jos 21:36), and once 4¥9) wras - “Jabesh-gilead” (1 Ch 10:11 which is
a copy of 1 Sam 31:11), 4¥Y» w2 - “Jabesh-gilead” appears only in Biblical books that do not
mention 4¥7) 9949 - “Ramoth-gilead” and vise-versa. We may therefore wonder whether
“Ramoth-gilead” and “Jabesh-gilead” were in the same land of Gilead.



The impression gained from reading several biblical verses is that not far from Gilead was the
region of ywa - “Bashan.” In fact, in fifteen biblical verses we find both Gilead and Bashan
(Deu 3:10, 13; 4:43; Jos 12:5; 13:11, 31; 17:1, 5; 20:8; 1 Ki 4:13, 19; 2 Ki 10:33; Jer 3:18; Mic
7:14; 1 Ch 5:16).

Unlike Gilead, Bashan does not appear as a personal name, nor do we hear about any biblical
“Bashanites.” While in twenty (out of a total of 51) verses that mentions Bashan we read about
its King - MY - “Og” (Num 21:33; 32:33; Deu 1:4; 3:1, 3,4, 10, 11, 13; 4:47; 29:6; Jos 9:10;
12:4; 13:12, 30, 31; 1 Ki 4:19; Ps 135:11; 136:20; Neh 9:22), we never hear about a “king of
Gilead.”

In the Books of Judges, 1% and 2" Samuel, and 2" Chronicles, there are forty-six verses that
refer to “Gilead”, yet there is not even a single mention of “Bashan” in these books. The lack of
association between Gilead and Bashan in several books of the Bible could further support the
view that there were several geographical regions that had the name Gilead, but only one of them
might have been near Bashan.

According to the Book of Numbers, at the time when the Israelites, who came out of Egypt were
reaching the land of Moab, Moab already had lost part of its territory that was beyond the Arnon
stream, to the Amorite king Sihon (Num 21:26).

We also read that at that time: »9N 1229 AN 122 ,AN¥1 Y123 139X %3 - “For Arnon is the
border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites” (Num 21:13).

The Amorite King Sihon’s land stretched from there all the way to the Jabbok stream. Beyond
the Jabbok was the land of the Ammonites (Num 21:24). It appears that Moab at that time was so
weak that its king believed that the Israelites could:
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“Now will this multitude lick up all that is round about us, as the ox licks up the grass of
the field” (Num 22:4).

In fact we are told: Y99 17959 92y , AN 52992 1IN ;INIY? 232 19D - “And the
children of Israel journeyed, and pitched in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at
Jericho” (Num 22:1). They will stay there long enough to become partially assimilated with the
Moabites, and later from there they will cross the Jordan to Canaan under the leadership of
Joshua.

We are told that the Israelites 924593 9WN 199N 92y 1IN ,I1Y0) - “they journeyed, and
pitched on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness” (Num 21:13).

King Sihon apparently saw this gathering as an imminent threat to his land:
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“And Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the
wilderness, and came to Jahaz; and he fought against Israel” (Num 21:23; see also: Jud
11:20).



Yet it seems that King Sihon’s people were no match for the Israelites:

2513 1PINN IIN-NN Y ;29N =290 INIY? 1115
“And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from the Arnon
to the Jabbok” (Num 21:24).

S1P12-952) PAYUNA PNIND 29Y-992 HNIY? AW 5 NYND BN -9 NN INIYS NP
“And Israel took all these cities; and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in
Heshbon, and in all the towns thereof” (Num 21:25).

S9N NIND INIY AU
“And Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites” (Num 21:31).

Now we hear that Moses sent spies to an Amorite place named 9%y? - “Jazer”, and that soon
after that the Israelites captured it and its villages (Num 21:32).

Probably from there:
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“And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan; and Og the king of Bashan went out
against them, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei” (Num 21:33).

It appears that Og’s people were also not strong enough to block the Israelites:
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“So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him
remaining; and they possessed his land” (Num 21:35).

It is not clear, whether for reaching the Bashan the Israelites had to go through Jazer. In fact this
account does not tell us where Bashan was. We should also notice that Gilead was not mentioned
here.

We also read in the Book of Numbers:
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“And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, and to
Eleazar the priest, and to the princes of the congregation, saying:
Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Sebam, and
Nebo, and Beon:
The land which YHWH smote before the congregation of Israel, is a land for cattle, and
your servants have cattle” (Num 32:2-4).

We previously read that Hesbon and Jazer, were taken from the Amorites under the leadership of
Moses. From the itinerary of all the journeys of the Israelites from Egypt to the “plains of Moab
by the Jordan at Jericho” (Num 33:1-49), we learn that on their way the Israelites “pitched in
Dibon-gad” and “pitched in the mountains of Abarim, in front of Nebo” (Num 33:45-47).



The Prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah indicated that many of these place-names were actually part of
Moab (Is 15:2, 4; 16:8, 9; Jer 48:1, 22, 32, 34). We may therefor conclude that the tribes of Gad
and Reuben asked Moses and the leaders of Israel to give them several locations in and near
Moab, and in the lands just conquered by Moses and the Israelites from the Amorites. We should
also notice that the Gilead, the Bashan, or any of their towns are not mentioned here.

Yet in the previous verse we read:
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PN 0PN OYpNHn
“Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle;
and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the place was a
place for cattle” (Num 32:1).

Here we have to wonder, how the Reubenites and the Gadaties could see the “Land of Gilead” as
we have not yet heard that it was conquered. We may also question how the Reubenites and the
Gadaties could ask for a land that will be conquered by people from another tribe. Furthermore,
in the verses that follow the people of these tribes do not mention a single locality that was in
Gilead and in fact we do not hear that Moses gave them the land of Gilead. Lastly, in this verse it
is said: “they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold the place was a
place for cattle.” Yet if indeed there were two lands that were fit for cattle, we should have read
“the places were places for cattle.” We may therefore suspect that here 4¥9) NIN~NN) - “and
the land of Gilead” is an insertion by a late and not too well informed scribe.

Thirty-eight verses later we read:
SA=IYUNR MINIRN NN YN ;DT -NTY0) NYIN-1a 99910 %A 195%
N2V ;;NYMN-1a 99919 19X -NN YN i kd)
“And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, and took it, and
dispossessed the Amorites that were therein.
And Moses gave Gilead to Machir the son of Manasseh; and he dwelt therein” (Num 32:39-
40).

We are not told why of all the Manasseh tribe (in fact, of all of Israel) only the sons of Machir
went to capture Gilead, and whether this action was authorized by Moses. We are also not
informed from where the sons of Machir came, where this Gilead was, or who its inhabitants
were. We should also notice that the Bashan is not mentioned in this account. It is also quite odd
that the sons of Machir captured a location that carried a name identical to that of a son of
Machir (Num 26:29; 27:1).

Another problematic verse in this chapter:
191 100 NIYPN-NN 901 -12 YN DAY XN J2INT 292D 13-232Y YN B"Y 1IN
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“And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben,
and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the
Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, according to the cities thereof
with their borders, even the cities of the land round about” (Num 32:33; see also: Jos 12:6).



We have not heard that anyone of these tribes asked for “the kingdom of Og king of Bashan”
and we have to wonder why it was awarded to them. We should also notice that the Gilead is not
mentioned here. While we previously heard about H¥32-92 9999 31 - “the children of
Machir the son of Manasseh”, we may question (if or) why they are now referred to as:
9012-12 NYIN VAV 8N - “the half-tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph.”

The Book of Deuteronomy, which most scholars believe was written several centuries later, is
fashioned as Moses” historical account of his biography as the leaders of the Israelites. Although
the accounts about Moses’ military campaigns presented here are mostly similar to those found
in the Book of Numbers, there are also some significant disparities.

In the Book of Numbers we read that the battle against Sihon the King of Heshbon and his
people resulted in: “And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land
from the Arnon to the Jabbok” (Num 21:24).

Yet in the Book of Deuteronomy we are told:
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“From Aroer, which is on the edge of the valley of Arnon, and from the city that is in the
valley, even to Gilead, there was not a city too high for us: YHWH our God delivered up all
before us” (Deu 2:36).

Yet in the Book of Numbers, we were not told that the conquest of Gilead was part of the war
with the Amorite king Sihon, but: “the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to
Gilead, and took it” (Num 32:39). In addition, although in the Book of Numbers we read that
the campaign indeed started by crossing the Arnon stream, yet the town of Aroer, was not
mentioned there.

It is also not clear why we do not find in the Book of Deuteronomy any mention about Moses
next campaign against the Amorites of lazer (Num 21:32).

In regard to the war against Og the King of Bashan, we read in the Book of Deuteronomy:
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“Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan; and Og the king of Bashan came out
against us, he and all his people, unto battle at Edrei” (Deu 3:1).

While the information here is identical to that which we read in the Book of Numbers (Num
21:33), we also read in the Book of Deuteronomy that Moses smote:
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“Sihon the king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, who
dwelt in Ashtaroth, at Edrei” (Deu 1:4; see also: Jos 12:4; 13:12).

It is likely that as Heshbon was the capital of Sihon, Ashtaroth was the capital of Og. However,



The description of Moses war against Og suggests that Edrei was a border town close to the
place where the Israelites invaded the Land of Bashan, and therefore, it mention here appears
erroneous.

We read in the Book of Deuteronomy about the outcome of the battle against Og:
Yan-Y5 Y DOVY 1 ONNN NNPY-NY TUN 129P NNHPN RY-NIND NYA 19¥-93-NN 1990
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“And we took all his cities at that time; there was not a city which we took not from them;
threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
All these were fortified cities, with high walls, gates, and bars; beside the unwalled towns a
great many” (Deu 3:4-5; see also: Jos 13:30).

The description here of the “kingdom of Og in Bashan” is comparable to those of the ancient
Middle - East empires, yet there is no extra-biblical evidence for the existence of such a major
kingdom. It is almost incomprehensible that a war effort that resulted in the conquest of sixty
fortified cities (a military campaign similar in magnitude to the more successful war expeditions
of the kings of Egypt, Assyria or the Hittites) will receive in the Book of Numbers the meek
remark: ““So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him
remaining; and they possessed his land” (Num 21:35). Furthermore, of all these towns the
Book of Deuteronomy mentions only: a3 MY N9Y1IN 9y -2¥91X) N3YV - “Salcah and
Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan” (Deu 3:10; see also: Jos 12:5; 13:11). In the
Book of Joshua we read: jwaa 2y 95191 %9y ,S¥99R) MINWUM - “and Ashtaroth, and
Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan” (Jos 13:31). We should also notice that the
Book of Numbers never mentions the “region of Argob” or “Salcah.”

In the Book of Numbers, immediately after the conquest of the Gilead we read:
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“And Jair the son of Manasseh went and took the villages thereof, and called them
Havvoth-jair” (Num 32:41).

Yet in the Book of Deuteronomy we read:
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“Jair the son of Manasseh took all the region of Argob, to the border of the Geshurites and

the Maacathites, and called them, even Bashan, after his own name, Havvoth-jair, to this

day” (Deu 3:41; Jos 13:11).

A somewhat similar event appears in the Book of Judges:
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“And after him arose Jair, the Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty and two years.
And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass colts, and they had thirty cities, which are
called Havvoth-jair to this day, which are in the land of Gilead” (Jud 10:3-4).



Therefore it seems that while the Books of Numbers and Judges indicate that 49N> 59 -
“Havvoth-jair” were in the Gilead, the writer of the Book of Deuteronomy tells us that it was in
the region of Argob in the Bashan.

The writer of the Book of Kings offers a solution to this discrepancy by stating:
DYYY-IUAa TUN 2DIN JaN 19,7952 TUN NYIN-12 N N 1Y ;YY) NN 92)-12
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“The son of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; to him pertained the villages of Jair the son of
Manasseh, which are in Gilead; even to him pertained the region of Argob, which is in
Bashan, threescore great cities with walls and brazen bars” (1 Ki 4:13).

Similarly to verse 32:40 of the Book of Numbers, we hear in the Book of Deuteronomy Moses
saying: 4¥o)n=-nN 1N 99199 - “And | gave Gilead to Machir” (Deu 3:15).

Yet three verses earlier we read:
D7D AINTY INNI-1IY TYIIN -1 I8N NN INI-HY-TUN YN
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“from Aroer, which is by the valley of Arnon, and half the hill-country of Gilead, and the
cities thereof, gave | to the Reubenites and to the Gadites;
And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, gave I to the half-tribe of
Manasseh; all the region of Argob” (Deu 3:12-13).

We also read in this chapter:
32 992) ,9N31 P2 199-9239 9030 IN NN TNI-TH TY5IN =19 NN Y1) 2)2INYD)
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“And to the Reubenites and to the Gadites | gave from Gilead even to the valley of Arnon,
the middle of the valley for a border; even to the river Jabbok, which is the border of the
children of Ammon;
The Arabah also, the Jordan being the border thereof, from Chinnereth even to the sea of
the Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes of Pisgah eastward” (Deu 3:16-17; see also: Jos
12:2-3).

One way to view this contradictory information is to assume that the writer of the Book of
Deuteronomy assembled all the information about the lands east of the Jordan River that he
found in the Books of Numbers and Joshua without passing his judgment about their validity.

One of the major hurdles to the understanding of the geography of these lands stems from the
fact that unlike the southern border of the Land of Ammonites (which is the stream of Jabbok)
there is no information in the Bible about its northern border, or about the land that was north to
that border.

We read in the Book of Deuteronomy:
4119 199N YNIN-1T97 92Ya TUN 9INRN 2391 Y 191 NIND-NNR NIND HYA NP
RUARD)



“And we took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites that
were beyond the Jordan, from the valley of Arnon to mount Hermon” (Deu 3:8; see also: Jos

12:1).

Although this verse tells us for the first time that King Og was in fact an Amorite, and that his
kingdom reached north all the way to Mount Hermon, it does not tell us where its southern
border was. It is not clear whether this border separated Bashan from the Land of lazer, the Land

of Gilead or the Land of the Ammonites.
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Furthermore, this description of the kingdom of Og suggests that it included the area that
currently is named the “Golan Heights.” The natural southern border of the “Golan Heights” is
the Yarmuk River, which forms the border between Syria and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
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http://www.britannica.com/place/Golan-Heights
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At the bottom of a steep canyon-type valley, the 47 mi long Yarmuk River, which delivers 460
million cubic meters of water per year, is traditionally believed to be the border between the
Gilead (southern side), and Bashan (north to this river). Although considerably larger than the
Arnon and Jabbok streams, there is no mention in the Bible of a river or a valley as the border
between the Gilead and the Bashan. Therefore, we have to reconsider the location of the biblical
Gilead and Bashan.

The Book of Judges describes an event from the days of the Judge Jephthah which may give us a
clue about the location of Gilead.

We read in the Book of Judges:
98193 99N ,INIY? 33 19UN 5 TYDIL 13N ,)PNIY 233 1PYNN
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“Then the children of Ammon were gathered together, and encamped in Gilead. And the
children of Israel assembled themselves together, and encamped in Mizpah.
And the people, (and) the princes of Gilead, said one to another: What man is he that will
begin to fight against the children of Ammon? He shall be head over all the inhabitants of
Gilead” (Jud 10:17-18).
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“And Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the children of Ammon, saying: What have
you to do with me, that thou are coming to me to fight against my land?
And the king of the children of Ammon answered to the messengers of Jephthah: Because
Israel took away my land, when he came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon even to the
Jabbok, and to the Jordan; now therefore restore those cities peaceably” (Jud 11:12-13).

These verses suggest that the Ammonites were gathering to fight for Gilead which they believed
was taken from them three hundred years earlier when the Israelites conquered the land between
the Arnon and the Jabbok streams.

The repeated attempt of the Ammonites to reclaim the Land of Gilead apparently resonates with
the words of the Prophet Amos:
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“Thus said YHWH: For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, yea, for four, I will
not reverse it: because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might
enlarge their border.
So will I kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, with
shouting in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind;



And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, said YHWH” (Am 1:13-
15).

The Ammonites claim of the Gilead may also explain why in the Book of Samuel we read:
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“Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped against Jabesh-gilead” (1 Sam 11:1)

We are also told in this account that the elders of Gilead sent messengers to Saul who was in
Gibeah (1 Sam 11:4). Saul gathered the Israelites in Bezek (1 Sam 11:8) and then:
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“And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies; and they came
into the midst of the camp in the morning watch, and smote the Ammonites until the heat
of the day; and it came to pass, that they that remained were scattered, so that two of them
were not left together” (1 Sam 11:11).

As the Ammonite’s camp was then in Gilead, it appears that Saul’s army attacked them there.
However, as Bezek was in the land of Judah (Jud 1:4), it is unlikely that Saul could have
marched his army from there to the northern part of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in one
day. We have therefore to conclude that indeed the Land of Gilead must have been located south
of the Land of the Ammonites.

We also read in the Book of Samuel that when David was escaping from Absalom and his men:
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“Then David arose, and all the people that were with him, and they passed over the

Jordan; by the morning light there lacked not one of them that was not gone over the

Jordan” (2 Sam 17:22).
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“And David was come to Mahanaim, Absalom passed over the Jordan, he and all the men
of Israel with him” (2 Sam 17:24).
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“And it came to pass, when David was come to Mahanaim, that Shobi the son of Nahash of
Rabbah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and
Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelim;
[brought] beds, and basins, and earthen vessels, and wheat, and barley, and meal, and
parched corn, and beans, and lentils, and parched pulse;
And honey, and curd, and sheep, and cheese of kine, for David, and for the people that
were with him, to eat; for they said: The people is hungry, and faint, and thirsty, in the
wilderness” (2 Sam 17:27-29).
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“And Israel and Absalom pitched in the land of Gilead” (2 Sam 17:26).

If “Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of Ammon” brought supplies to David
who was in Mahanaim, it is evident that David had not crossed the Land of the Ammonites on
his way there. We may therefore conclude that Mahanaim was located south of the Land of the
Ammonites. Furthermore, if Mahanaim was in Gilead (Jos 21:36), then indeed Gilead itself must
have been located south to the Land of the Ammonites.

If this information is correct, then indeed the Gilead and the Bashan (which is never mentioned
in the Books of Samuel) did not share a common border. It then appears that the Israelites could
have reached the Bashan through the Land of lazer (Num 21:32) or moved north by detouring
the Land of the Ammonites. Alternatively, the location of Land of Bashan was not where the
Golan Heights is today, but in another place.

Moses on Mount Nebo. By Thomas Nast (1840-1902)

In the Book of Deuteronomy we also read:
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“And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is
over against Jericho. And YHWH showed him all the land, the Gilead as far as Dan;
And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah as far
as the hinder sea;
And the South, and the Plain, and the valley of Jericho the city of palm-trees, as far as
Zoar” (Deu 34:1-3).

If Moses could have seen from Mount Nebo (near Jericho) the Land of Gilead, then its location
could not have been in the northern Hashemite Kingdom of Jorden. However, if indeed Gilead
was located south of the Jabbok stream, then it would have been more likely that Moses saw it
from Mount Nebo. We should also notice that it was not claimed here that Moses saw from
Mount Nebo the ywa - “Bashan.”

In the Book of Judges we read:
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“Now all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east assembled
themselves together; and they passed over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel” (Jud 6:33).
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“And Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up early, and
pitched beside En-harod; and the camp of Midian was on the north side of them, by
Gibeath-moreh, in the valley” (Jud 7:1).

Now God instruct Gideon:
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“Now therefore make proclamation in the ears of the people, saying: Whosoever is fearful
and trembling, let him return and depart early from Mount Gilead” (Jud 7:3).

It is not clear how the Greek (and English) translators determined that the Hapax legomenon
9989 (itspor) means “depart early.” It is suggested that 998 (itspor) is a letter-substitution error
of Doy’ (itspeh) - “will observe” (e.g. 2 Sam 13:34; 18:26; 2 Ki 9:17; Is 21:6; Jer 48:19).

Notwithstanding, this “Mount Gilead” must have been near the Valley of Jezreel and not in the
northern Hashemite Kingdom of Jorden. We should also remember that not only that ywa -
“Bashan” is not mentioned in this account, in fact it does not appear even once in the Book of
Judges.

In the Book of Kings we read that in the days of the Israelite king Baasa (c. 908-885 BC), the
Aramean king “Ben-hadad, the son of Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of Aram, that dwelt
at Damascus”, after he received gold and silver from Asa the king of Judah:
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“And he sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and Dan,
and Abel-beth-maacah, and all Chinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali” (1 Ki 15:20).



This verse indicates that already in the ninth century BC, Northern Canaan was dominated by the
Arameans. Several of the place names that are mentioned here appear also in verse 2 Ki 15:29.
The fact that Gilead is mentioned in verse 2 Ki 15:29, suggests that the Aramean influence may
have reached also the Gilead.

It appears that the reason for King Asa’s action was:
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“And there was war between Asa and Baasa king of Israel all their days.
And Baasa king of Israel went up against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not suffer
any to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah” (1 Ki 15:16-17).

We do not know much about the location of this “Ramah.” It could have been in Mount Ephraim
(e.g. Jud 4:5; 1 Sam 1:1) or in the Land of Naphtali (Jos 19:36), or even in the Gilead (e.g. 2 Ki
8:28-29; 2 Ch 22:6). In the Book of Chronicles we read the name: 4¥9) 4 - “Ramoth-
gilead” (2 Ch 22:5), yet the Greek translator wrote here: “Rama Galaad.”

It appears that the interest of the Arameans in the lands south of Damascus was not a onetime
event, and we read that in the days of the Israelite king Ahab (c. 873- 852 BC):
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“And Ben-hadad the king of Aram gathered all his host together; and there were thirty and
two kings with him, and horses and chariots; and he went up and besieged Samaria, and
fought against it” (1 Ki 20:1).
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“And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and slew the
Arameans with a great slaughter.
And the prophet came near to the king of Israel, and said unto him: Go, strengthen
yourself, and mark, and see what you do; for at the return of the year the king of Aram will
come up against you” (1 Ki 20:21-22).
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“And it came to pass at the return of the year, that Ben-hadad mustered the Arameans,
and went up to Aphek, to fight against Israel” (1 Ki 20:26).
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“And the children of Israel slew of the Arameans a hundred thousand footmen in one day.
But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and the wall fell upon twenty and seven thousand
men that were left. And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, into an inner chamber” (1
Ki 20:29-30).



In the peace treaty signed after this battle Ben-hadad told Ahab:
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“And [Ben-hadad] said to him: The cities which my father took from your father I will
restore; and you shall make streets for you in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria.
And I [said Ahab,] will let you go with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, and
let him go” (1 Ki 20:34).

This information apparently is not about the days of Ahab’s father - Omri (c. 884- 873BC), but
relates to King Baasa’s time. Furthermore, it seems (as we will soon hear) that for one reason or
another 4¥9) HM1 - “Ramoth-gilead” was not included in this deal.

Now we hear King Ahab:
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“And the king of Israel said unto his servants: Know you that Ramoth-gilead is ours, and
we are still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of Aram?” (1 Ki 22:3).

Three years after the previous battle with the Arameans (1 Ki 22:1), with the help of the king of
Judah - Jehoshaphat, yet against the advice of the Prophet Micaiah the son of Imlah (1 Ki 22:17;
see also: 2 Ch 18:16), Ahab went to Ramoth-Gilead to fight with the Arameans (1 Ki 22:29).
While it is not clear whether Ahab managed to take Ramoth-Gilead, we are told that he was
mortally wounded in this campaign (1 Ki 22:34-37; see also: 2 Ch 18:33-34).

Similarly to his grandfather Jehoshaphat, it appears that the king of Judah - Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram (c. 843-842 BC):
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“And he went with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth-
gilead; and the Arameans wounded Joram” (2 Ki 8:28; see also: 2 Ch 22:5).

It is again not clear in which hands Ramoth-gilead was left after this war. Although like his
father Ahab, Joram was wounded in the battle, yet unlike his father he survived and we read:
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“And king Joram returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Arameans had
given him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Aram” (2 Ki 8:29).

We are also told that prior to his wounding:
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“And Joram had been guarding Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, from Hazael king of
Aram” (2 Ki 9:14).

At this time the Prophet Elisha sent a young Prophet to Ramoth-gilead to anoint Jehu the son of
Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi who was one of the captains of Joram, as the next king of Israel
and to order Jehu:
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“And you shall smite the house of Ahab your master, that I may avenge the blood of My
servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of YHWH, at the hand of Jezebel.
For the whole house of Ahab shall perish” (2 Ki 9:7-8).

While Jehu was conspiring against Joram, the king was wounded by the Arameans and relocated
to Jezreel to recuperate (2 Ki 9:15). Therefor Jehu had to change his plans. Apparently he left the
Israelites that were defending Ramoth-gilead from the Aramean king Hazael, and rode a horse to
Jezreel, where he shot Joram with an arrow that went through his heart (2 Ki 9:24).

While Jehu may have been a better devotee of the Israelite’s religion than Joram was, yet he
proved to be a weaker defender of the Israelites.

We read that in the days of the king of Israel Jehu (c. 842-814 BC):
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“In those days YHWH began to cut Israel short; and Hazael smote them in all the borders
of Israel:
From the Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the
Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the valley of Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan” (1 Ki
10:32-33).

Ivory inlay possibly depicting Hazael of Damascus
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The Aramean king Hazael (c. 842-800 BC), had turned Aram-Damascus into a major regional
power and conquered large part of Syria and Canaan. He was strong enough to repeal attacks by
the Assyrians. According to the Book of Kings After taking the town of Gath, he considered
storming Jerusalem (2 Ki 12:18-19).

It was years earlier, before Hazel became the Aramean king, that the Prophet Elisha explained to
him why he was crying:
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“Because | know the evil that you will do to the children of Israel: their strongholds wilt
you set on fire, and their young men wilt you slay with the sword, and will dash in pieces
their little ones, and rip up their women with child” (2 Ki 8:12).

Whether, indeed decimated by Hazael, or exiled, or assimilated (as indicated by verse 1 Ch
5:25), it appears that these tribes were no more, never to be mentioned again in the Book of
Kings.

The Book of Kings also tells us that about a century later, “Pul the king of Assyria” who came
to the land in the days of “Menahem the son of Gadi” King of Israel (c. 747-737 BC), left after
receiving a thousand talents of silver from Menahem (2 Ki 15:19-20). However, there is no
mention here of carrying away of people.

Few verses later we read that Menahem’s son Pekahiah, was murdered by Pekah the son of
Remaliah, his captain, who was helped by “fifty men of the Gileadites”, yet their tribal
association is not mentioned.

Tiglath-Pileser 111: stela from the walls of his palace (British Museum, London)

The Assyrian King Tiglath-pileser 111 (who also carried the name Pulu) took Damascus in 732
BC and brought an end to the Aramean kingdom.

According to the Book of Kings, in the days of the king of Israel Pekah (c. 734-732 BC):
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“In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and took ljon,
and Abel-beth-maacah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all
the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria” (2 Ki 15:29).

While the Gilead is mentioned here it is not specified who lived there.

Similar information is given by the Chronicler:
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“And they broke faith with the God of their fathers, and went astray after the gods of the
peoples of the land.
And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of
Tillegath-pilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and the
Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought them to Halah, and Habor, and
Hara, and to the river of Gozan, to this day” (1 Ch 5:25-26).

The Chronicler tells us that Tigelath-pileser indeed exiled the people of the tribes of Reuben,
Gad, and half of Manasseh who earlier “broke faith with the God of their fathers” and “went
astray after the gods of the peoples of the land.” It is possible that as the Chronicler indicated,
that at that time they were already assimilated among the Arameans, and therefore the writer of
verse 2 Ki 15:29 did not bother to tell us who the Gileadites of his day were.

Already in the Book of Joshua we read:
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“And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
returned, and departed from the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in the land of
Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their possession, whereof they were
possessed, according to the commandment of YHWH by the hand of Moses” (Jos 22:9; see
also: Jos 22:13, 15, 32; Jud 20:1; 1 Sam 13:7).

This verse suggests that at some point “Gilead” became the generic name of the land of the
Israelites east of the Jordan.

In the Book of Judges we read:
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“And they said: What one is there of the tribes of Israel that came not up to the YHWH to
Mizpah?' And, behold, there came none to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly”
(Jos 21:8; see also: Jud 5:17; 21:5).



Here 4¥9) Wwra» - “Jabesh-gilead” is referred to as “one of the tribes of Israel.” Furthermore,
none of the biblical entrees about 4¥9) ¥’3a» - “Jabesh-gilead” is associated with the tribes of
Reuben, Gad or Manasseh.

We may conclude that not only the Israelites territories east of the Jordan became at some point
known as “Gilead”, the Israelites there, were now considered as belonging to one tribe.

On the other hand the references to 4¥9»a $NX4 - “Ramoth in Gilead™ in the Books of
Deuteronomy and Joshua (but not in the Book of Kings or in the 2" Book of Chronicles) ascribe
this place to the tribe of Gad (Deu 4:43; Jos 20:8; 21:36). We also find verses such as:
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“Now some of the Hebrews had gone over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead” (1
Sam 13:7).

In the Book of Chronicles we read: N950-4¥-1wan \IN2 1YW’ , 07039 7)-233) - “And the
sons of Gad dwelt over against them, in the land of Bashan to Salcah” (1 Ch 5:11).

This statement suggests that by the days of the Chronicler, the knowledge about the specific
location of the lands allocated to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh east of the Jordan had
faded away. Therefore, it is a small wonder that the traditional understanding about the
geography of the Gilead and the Bashan is unrealistic, and is not supported by the biblical texts.



