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Clrzsere non potevis natom  maxcime RIBEN.
| Wwanm es thalamos contemerare meos.
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Ruben, from the Twelve sons of Jacob, c. 1590 by Jacques de Gheyn 11 (1565-1629)
Antwerp. The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

In the Book of GeneTis we read:

FINIYI YNYM AR WHIDID NNDA-NN 29W J2INT 799 ,NINN YINA HNIY? 19Wa 11
“And it came to pass, while Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah
his father's concubine; and Israel heard of it” (Gen 35:22).

We read in the Book of Numbers:
=11 VAN 13- DIIN YDIN=-2311) NI DIYY=-2 NN OYN-NN *7-NIN NI-N2Y NNY
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“Come now therefore, | pray you, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me;
peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I will drive them out of the
land; for I know that he whom you blesses is blessed, and he whom you curses is cursed”
(Num 22:6).




In the Book of Deuteronomy we read: AN HYN-DY 29Y 9NN - “Cursed be he that lies with
his father's wife” (Deu 27:20).

In the Book of Zephaniah we read: W4p-1990 115305 ; 772 SWIN 09N NN - “Her
prophets are wanton and treacherous persons; her priests have defiled that which is holy”
(Zep 3:4).

Now we find in the Book of Genesis:
LAY 9597 HRY 95N YN NI ,NNN 2902 1aINT
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“Reuben, you are my first-born, my might, and the first [fruits] of my strength; the
excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power.
Unstable as water, have not you the excellency; because you went up to your father’s bed;
then you defiled it. my couch went up” (Gen 49:3-4).

The Greeks translated the Hapax legomenon M9 to: "you became wanton™ which suggests the
possibility that ©%25 M9 is a letter-insertion and order-type error, and mis-division of ©n93 -
"like wantons.” If this understanding is correct, then the logic of this verse and the comparison
between these verses suggest that 9N =Y\ is a letter-deletion and letter-substitution error of:
NN NN aror thuar - “you will surely be cursed” (e.g. Gen 27:29; Num 24:9; Jud 5:23).



