Who is right and who is evil in the sight of God?
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In the Book of Deuteronomy we read: 49 20 1939-111% %3592 21VNY YN MY - “And
you shall do that which is right and good in the sight of YHWH; that it may be well with
you” (Deu 6:18; see also: Ex 15:26; Deu 12:25, 28; 13:19; 21:9).

Although it is not fully explained here what is “right in the sight of YHWH”, we gain some
information from:
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“And the children of Israel did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, and forgot
YHWH their God, and served the Baalim and the Asheroth” (Jud 3:7; see also: Deu 4:25; Jud
2:11; 10:6; Jer 7:30).

In the Book of Kings we read:
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“Then did Solomon build a high place for Chemosh the detestation of Moab, in the mount
that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestation of the children of Ammon.
And so did he for all his foreign wives, who offered and sacrificed to their gods” (1 Ki 11:7-
8).

We also read in this book:
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“And Solomon did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, and went not fully after
YHWH, as did David his father” (1 Ki 11:6).

As he met Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite told him that because
King Solomon did not do that “which was right in the eyes of God”, God will make Jeroboam
king of ten Israelite tribes (1 Ki 11:29-31).

Yet years later, the same Prophet sent a message to the Israelite King - Jeroboam son of Nebat:
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“And I rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it to you; and yet you
had not been as My servant David, who kept My commandments, and who followed Me
with all his heart, to do that only which was right in My eves;
And you had done evil above all that were before you, and had gone and made you other
gods, and molten images, to provoke Me, and had cast Me behind your back” (1 Ki 14:8-9).




Except for King Solomon, we do not know who were: “all that were before you” that
apparently also did “that which was evil in the sight of YHWH.”

It appears that the biblical sorting of a person as “making right or evil in the sight of God”
depends on a single criterion: whether he crafted or destroyed other gods.

The religious transgressions of Jeroboam son of Nebat became the yardstick for evaluating the
sinfulness of the kings of Israel that reigned after him.

We read about the King Nadab the son of Jeroboam:
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“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, and walked in the way of his father,
and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin” (1 Ki 15:26).

According to the Book of Kings, except for Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, all the
kings of Israel 91?2392 Y9N -NN IYY - “did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH.”

Jehu, or Jehu's ambassador, bows before the Assyrian Shalmaneser 111 (reigned 858-824
BC). A relief of the Black Obelisk found in Nimrud (ancient Kalhu), in

northern Mesopotamia.

We read that God told Jehu the King of Israel:
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“And YHWH said to Jehu: Because you have done well in doing that which is right in My
eyes” (2 Ki 10:30).

Yet we also read about Jehu:
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“And Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of YHWH, the God of Israel, with all his heart;
he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, wherewith he made Israel to sin” (2 Ki 10:31).

The Book of Kings informs us that except for Jehoram the son of Ahab and Hosea the son of
Elah, all the kings of Israel, followed YN =N NYONN TYN ,02)-12 DY MNLVN - “the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin.”
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While all the Kings of Israel did “that which was evil in the sight of YHWH?”, or followed “the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat”, or did both, the obedience of the kings of Judah to God was
more varying.

We read about the Judean king - Abijam the son of Rehoboam the son of Solomon:
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“And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him; and his heart
was not whole with YHWH his God, as the heart of David his father” (1 Ki 15:3).

In contrast to of Rehoboam and his son Abijam, we read about King Asa the son of Abijam, and
about Asa’s son Jehoshaphat:
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“And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, as did David his father.
And he put away the gedeshim out of the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers
had made” (1 Ki 15:11; see also: 2 Ch 14:1).
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“And he (Jehoshaphat) walked in all the way of Asa his father; he turned not aside from it,
doing that which was right in the eyes of YHWH” (1 Ki 22:43; 2 Ch 20:32).

The Chronicler also tells us about Jehoshaphat:
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“And YHWH was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of his father
David, and sought not to the Baalim;
But sought to the God of his father, and walked in His commandments, and not after the
doings of Israel” (2 Ch 17:3-4).

Yet we also read in the Book of Kings: Y89 791-0y 0avIinN’ 0w - “And Jehoshaphat
made peace with the king of Israel” (2 Ki 22:45).

The Chronicler tells us about this new relationship:
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“And Jehoshaphat had riches and honor in abundance; and he allied himself with Ahab by
marriage” (2 Ch 18:1).

However, the Chronicler does not tell us the name of the Omerite woman that Jehoshaphat
married. Yet it is interesting that we read about aXNANX -2 ©49 - “Joram the son of Ahab” (2 Ki
8:16), and that Jehoshaphat named his son with the same name. It should also be noticed that
while the writers of the Books of Kings and Chronicles usually report the names of the mothers
of the kings of Judah, they do not mention the name of the mother of Jehoshaphat’s successor -
Jehoram King of Judah.



The Book of Kings tells us about Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah:
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“And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab; for he had the

daughter of Ahab to wife; and he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH” (2 Ki 8:18;
see also 2 Ch 21:6).

We are told that the son of Jehoram king of Judah was Ahaziah and we read about him:

SNV 190 M9NIY-Na H1PPUNY 1IN OV - “And his mother's name was Athaliah the
daughter of Omri king of Israel” (2 Ki 8:27; see also: 2 Ch 22:2).

However it appears that Jehoram passed away prior to the death of his father King Jehoshaphat,
and it is therefore possible that King Ahaziah was actually the son of Jehoshaphat. If that is the
case, then it appears that Jehoshaphat married Ahab’s sister - Athaliah. This may also explain
why this son of Jehoshaphat was named with the same name of ARAN-12 NN - “Ahaziah
the son of Ahab” (1 Ki 22:52).

We read about Ahaziah King of Judah:
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“And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did that which was evil in the sight of
YHWH, as did the house of Ahab; for he was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab” (2 Ki
8:27; see also: 2 Ch 22:3-4).

We read in the Book of Kings that after slaying Ahaziah the king of Judah, Jehu met with
Ahaziah’s brothers and did not leave any of them alive (2 Ki 10:13-14; see also: 2 Ch 22:8). Yet
we are told that it was the mother of King Ahaziah who “destroyed all the royal seed” (2 Ki
11:1; see also: 2 Ch 22:10).

Miraculously, a baby was found and it was claimed that he was HtHNX=)a2 WX - “Joash the
son of Ahaziah” (2 Ki 11:2). We are told that the baby was saved and hid for six years by a lady
named Jehosheba, whom the Chronicler tells us was: 999 ¥7%1° HWN - “the wife of Jehoiada
the priest” (2 Ch 22:11-12). This scenario suggests the possibility that the baby could actually
have been the son of this couple.

The Chronicler also tells us:
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“And Jehoiada waxed old and was full of days, and he died; a hundred and thirty years old
was he when he died.
And they buried him in the city of David among the kings” (2 Ch 24:15-16).

The Bible does not report about any other priest that was buried among the kings in the city of
David, but this apparently was King Joash’s solution for his own quest to be buried In the city of
David and with his father:

797 99¥a ,NAN-0Y INN 1929 - “and they buried him with his fathers in the city of
David” (2 Ki 12:22).



The Book of Kings also tells us about King Joash:
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“And Jehoash did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH all his days wherein Jehoiada
the priest instructed him” (2 Ki 12:3; see also: 2 Ch 24:2).

Joash is the only king of Judah that learned from a priest how to do “that which was right in the
eyes of YHWH.”

About King Joash’s son - Amaziah we read:
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“And he did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, yet not like David his father; he did
according to all that Joash his father had done " (2 Ki 14:3).

The Chronicler tries to explain the meaning of “yet not like David his father” by telling us that:
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“And he did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, but not with a whole heart” (2 Ch
25:2).

Yet the Chronicler (but not the writer of the Book of Kings) also tells us about King Amaziah:
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“Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come from the slaughter of the Edomites,
that he brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be his gods, and
prostrated himself before them, and offered unto them.
Wherefore the anger of YHWH was kindled against Amaziah, and He sent to him a
prophet, who said unto him: Why had you sought after the gods of the people, which have
not delivered their own people out of your hand?
And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that [the king] said to him: Have we made you
of the king's counsel? forbear; why should you be smitten? Then the prophet forbore” (2
Ch 25:14-16).

It appears incomprehensible that if this information is genuine, that King Amaziah will be
defines as one “who did “that which was right in the eyes of YHWH.”

Similar description about the piety of Amaziah was ascribed to his son - Azariah:

AN IINAN NYY-IUN D95 ,1117 90¥a 9WIN WYN
“And he (Azariah) did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, according to all that his
father Amaziah had done” (2 Ki 15:3; see also: 2 Ch 26:4).

About Amaziah’s grandson, Jotham the son of Uzziah (=Azariah) king of Judah we are told:
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“And he (Jotham) did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH; he did according to all
that his father Uzziah had done” (2 Ki 15:34; see also: 2 Ch 27:2).

Yet about the reign of the consecutive Judean kings from Joash to Jotham we also read:
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“Howbeit the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and offered in the
high places” (2 Ki 12:4; 14:4; 15:4, 35).

It is therefore not surprising that we do not find about any of them the statement:
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“And he did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, according to all that David his father had
done.”

Unlike his predecessors, Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah is not even described as acting
like his father. In fact we are told:
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“And he did not do that which was right in the eyes of YHWH his God, like David his
father” (2 Ki 16:2; see also: 2 Ch 28:1).

This evaluation of King Ahaz was based on his transgressions that were far greater than those of
his Judean ancestors, and were practiced only by some of the kings of Israel:
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“And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and made his son to pass through the fire,
according to the abominations of the heathen, whom YHWH cast out from before the
children of Israel.
And he sacrificed and offered in the high places, and on the hills, and under every leafy
tree” (2 Ki 16:3-4).

The Chronicler wrote about King Ahaz:
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“And he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made also molten images for the
Baalim.
Moreover he offered in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire,
according to the abominations of the heathen, whom YHWH cast out before the children of
Israel.
And he sacrificed and offered in the high places, and on the hills, and under every leafy
tree” (2 Ch 28:2-4).

In contrast to the grave transgressions of his father Ahaz, we are told about King Hezekiah:
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“And he did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, according to all that David his
father had done” (2 Ki 18:3; see also: 2 Ch 29:2; 31:20).

It appears that King Hezekiah earned this appraisal because of his destructive undertakings

against the idols:
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“He removed the high places, and broke the pillars, and cut down the Asherah; and he

broke in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had made; for to those days the children of

Israel did offer to it; and it was called Nehushtan.

He trusted in YHWH, the God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the

kings of Judah, nor among them that were before him.

For he cleaved to YHWH, he departed not from following Him, but kept His

commandments, which YHWH commanded Moses” (2 Ki 18:4-6; see also: 2 Ch 29:5; 30:14;

31:1).

Regrettably, his son King Manasseh did not inherit from his father Hezekiah the zeal for God.

We read about King Manasseh:
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“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, after the abominations of the
nations, whom YHWH cast out before the children of Israel” (2 Ki 21:2; see also: 2 Ch
33:2).

The writer of the Book of Kings tells us about King Manasseh:
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“For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared
up altars for Baal, and made an Asherah, as did Ahab king of Israel, and worshipped all
the host of heaven, and served them.
And he built altars in the house of YHWH, whereof YHWH said: In Jerusalem will I put
My name.
And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of YHWH.
And he made his son to pass through the fire, and practiced soothsaying, and used
enchantments, and appointed them that divined by a ghost or a familiar spirit: he wrought
much evil in the sight of YHWH, to provoke Him.
And he set the graven image of Asherah, that he had made, in the house of which YHWH
said to David and to Solomon his son: In this house, and in Jerusalem, which | have chosen




out of all the tribes of Israel, will I put My name forever” (2 Ki 21:3-7; see also: 2 Ch 33:3-
7).

The writer of the Book of Kings also tells us that God spoke to his Prophets:
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“Manasseh king of Judah had done these abominations, and had done wickedly above all

that the Amorites did, that were before him, and had made Judah also to sin with his idols”

(2 Ki 21:11; see also: 2 Ch 33:9).
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“Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one
end to another; beside his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil
in the sight of YHWH” (2 Ki 21:16).

To ascertain if King Manasseh indeed acted as Ahab king of Israel we need to read the words of
the writer of the Book of Kings about Ahab:
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“And he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and
served Baal, and worshipped him.
And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.
And Ahab made the Asherah; and Ahab did yet more to provoke YHWH, the God of Israel,
than all the kings of Israel that were before him” (1 Ki 16:31-33).
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“But there was none like to Ahab, who did give himself over to do that which was evil in the
sight of YHWH, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.
And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites did,
whom YHWH cast out before the children of Israel” (1 Ki 21:25-26).

Yet we are told that after hearing the words of Elijah the Tishbite:
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“And when Ahab heard those words, he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh,
and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softy.
And the word of YHWH came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying:



See you how Ahab humbles himself before Me? Because he humbles himself before Me, |
will not bring the evil in his days; but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house”
(1 Ki 27-29).

It appears that King Manasseh’s conduct was similar to that of King Ahab to such a degree that
even he finally “humbled himself greatly before God.”

The Chronicler (but not the writer of the Book of Kings) wrote that after the captains of the host
of the king of Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, and bound him with fetters, and carried
him to Babylon:
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“And when he was in distress, he besought YHWH his God, and humbled himself greatly
before the God of his fathers.
And he prayed to Him; and He was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, and
brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that YHWH is the
God” (2 Ch 33:12-13).
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“And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of YHWH, and all the
altars that he had built in the mount of the house of YHWH, and in Jerusalem, and cast
them out of the city.
And he built up the altar of YHWH, and offered thereon sacrifices of peace-offerings and of
thanksgiving, and commanded Judah to serve YHWH, the God of Israel.
Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high places” ( 2 Ch 33:15-17).

About Amon son of Manasseh King of Judah we read:
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“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, as did Manasseh his father.
And he walked in all the way that his father walked in, and served the idols that his father
served, and worshipped them.
And he forsook YHWH, the God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of YHWH " (2 Ki
21:20-22; see also: 2 Ch 33:22-23).

The Chronicler adds about Amon: AN YN ¥3515 ,111% 23951 ¥39) XD - “And he
humbled not himself before YHWH, as Manasseh his father had humbled himself” (2 Ch
33:23).

In contrast to Amon transgressions, we read about his son Josiah King of Judah:
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“And he did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, and walked in all the way of David
his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left” (2 Ki 22:2; see also: 2 Ch
34:2).
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“And like him was there no king before him, that turned to YHWH with all his heart, and
with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him
arose there any like him” (2 Ki 23:25).

While in general Josiah’s destructive campaign against the idols was similar to that of his great-
grandfather Hezekiah, its description in the Book of Kings is more detailed (2 Ki 23:4-24; see
also: 2 Ch 34:3-7, 33).

There are elements in Josiah’s crusade against the adoration of idols that have never been
mentioned in previous operations against graven images:
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“And he broke down the houses of the sodomites, that were in the house of YHWH, where
the women wove coverings for the Asherah” (2 Ki 23:7).

-YUNA INA-NNY 2-NN YIN 9aynY 'nYaY 1030 (<)) -2 2)2 TUN NONN-NN NNPV)
Ao
“And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, that no man might
make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech” (2 Ki 23:10).
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“And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entrance
of the house of YHWH, by the chamber of Nethan-melech the officer, which was in the
precincts; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire” (2 Ki 23:11).

AYY-IUN MNANN-NNI , N7 29919 IYY=-9UN TAN 59V N -HY TUNX MNANN-NN)Y
‘[bbﬂ \PI-D1N2 -5’2 MINN YNV AN
“And the altars that were on the roof of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of
Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house
of YHWH, did the king break down” (2 Ki 23:12).

INIYI-TI1I NNYY N33 TUN ,IPNUNND-9NY 191299 TUN OIYIT 239-9Y TUN MNAN-NN)
910 NPV -)PINY-23 NAIN DITNDY AN XPY YINID) D18 X\PY NINVYD
“And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the
mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the
detestation of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the detestation of Moab, and for Milcom the
abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile” (2 Ki 23:13).
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“Moreover the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, even that altar and the high place he broke
down; and he burned the high place and stamped it small to powder, and burned the
Asherah” (2 Ki 23:15).
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“And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the
kings of Israel had made to provoke, Josiah took away, and did to them according to all the
acts that he had done in Beth-el " (2 Ki 23:19).

In contrast to King Josiah piousness, not one of his sons followed his devotion to God.

We read about his son King Jehoahaz who reigned for merely three month:
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“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, according to all that his fathers had
done” (2 Ki 23:32).

Apparently his brother Eliakim (named by Pharaoh; Jehoiakim) was no much better as we read:
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“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, according to all that his fathers had
done” (2 Ki 23:37; see also 2 Ch 36:5).

We read that king Jehoiakim’s son - Jehoiachin, who similarly his uncle King Jehoahaz reigned
for just three months: AN AYY-9YN D95 M1 »3°¥a ¥91 WY - “And he did that which
was evil in the sight of YHWH, according to all that his father had done” (2 Ki 24:9; see
also: 2 Ch 36:9).

We read that after deposing King Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon appointed his
uncle Mattaniah (whom he renamed as Zedekiah) as the King of Judah. Therefore King Zedekiah
was a third son of the pious king Josiah but he was described by the writer of the Book of Kings
as:
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“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH, according to all that Jehoiakim had
done” (2 Ki 24:19).

The Chronicler adds a unique remark about King Zedekiah:

19 9919 -N2231 11191997 23995 Y393 KD :19NDN 11NY 2992 Y9N WYN
“And he did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH his God; he humbled not himself
before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of YHWH” (2 Ch 36:12).

In the Pentateuch we read repeatedly about God:
L099329-9 0OVHY-DY 091 %a-5 022-DY MAN Y 1P



“Visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and upon the children's children, to the
third and to the fourth generation” (Ex 34:7; see also: Ex 20:4; Num 14:18; Deu 5:9; Jer
31:28; 32:18).

Yet the information about inconsistent piousness of the kings of Judah had forced the writer (or a
late scribe) of the Book of Kings to declare:
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“According to that which is written in the book of the law of Moses, as YHWH commanded
saying: The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, nor the children be put to
death for the fathers; but every man shall be put to death for his own sin” (2 Ki 14:6; see
also: 2 Ch 25:4).

It seems that the highest grade of piousness that a king could have achieved was:

AN 7917 99972 99 - “and he walked in all the way of David his father.” Yet we never hear
that David had destroyed idols or said anything about them. Furthermore, there is not a single
mention of Baalim or Asheroth in all the biblical texts that mention David.

On the contrary, we read in the Book of Samuel:
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“And David inquired of YHWH, saying: Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will You deliver them
into my hand?
And YHWH said to David: Go up; for I will certainly deliver the Philistines into your hand.
And David came to Baal-perazim, and David smote them there; and he said: YHWH had broken
my enemies before me, like the breach of waters. Therefore the name of that place was called Baal-
perazim.
And they left their images there, and David and his men carried them away” (2 Sam 5:19-21).

This act of David is not unlike that of King Amaziah (2 Ch 25:14-16). Yet the Chronicler, who was

disturbed by the implication of this information about David, rushed to explain:
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“And they left their gods there; and David gave commandment, and they were burned with
fire” (1 Ch 14:12).



Shalmaneser I11's (859-824 BC Kurkh Monolith names King Ahab.

As indicated above one of the most abominable biblical kings was the King of Israel - Ahab. We
read that Jezebel arranged the killing of Naboth, so that her husband Ahab would be able to take
his vineyard. It is not claimed that Ahab himself killed Naboth or gave orders to kill him. In fact
it is not even certain that Ahab was aware of his wife scheming. Yet the Prophet Elijah the
Tishbite said to Ahab: “Had you killed, and also taken possessions?” (1 Ki 21:19).

On the other hand we read that after King David impregnated Uriah’s wife:
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“And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the
hand of Uriah” (2 Sam 11:14).

In this letter David gave an order to Joab:
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“And he wrote in the letter, saying: Set you Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and
retire you from him, that he may be smitten, and die” (2 Sam 11:15).

After that event the Prophet Nathan told David:
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“Wherefore had you despised the word of YHWH, to do that which is evil in My sight?

Uriah the Hittite you had smitten with the sword, and his wife you had taken to be your
wife, and him you had slain with the sword of the children of Ammon” (2 Sam 12:9).

Yet the biblical evaluation of Ahab is: 19397 9YN Y912-111% 23983 Y91 »91IY-)2 ANNN WY -
“And Ahab the son of Omri did that which was evil in the sight of YHWH above all that
were before him” (1 Ki 16:30).
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While one chapter earlier we read about King David:
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“because David did that which was right in the eyes of YHWH, and turned not aside from
anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah
the Hittite” (1 Ki 15:5).

It seems that our current sense of decency and righteousness had much changed since the biblical
times. If the Bible would have to be rewritten today, then not David but Josiah King of Judah
seems to be the utmost example of a man that “did that which was right in the eyes of
YHWH.”



